DELIVER US FROM EVIL

Text: Matt 6:13.
Heidelberg Catechism LD 52, Q. 127
Readings: 1 Cor 10:1-13, James 1:1-18.
Theme: We pray that God will not allow us to fall for temptation but will deliver us from evil.
Purpose: To remind you of the great danger of temptation and urge you to seek deliverance.

Before reading text and LD 52 Q 127:
In this prayer there are three petition relating to God; hallowed by your name, your kingdom come, your will be done.
Then there are three petitions relating to us; one for our physical needs – bread for our bodies, and two for our spiritual needs – forgiveness of sins and deliverance from evil. Today we are going to consider this final petition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Matt 6:13 and LD 52 Q 127

A minister parked his car in a no-parking area in the central city because he was short of time and couldn’t find any other place to park. He put a note under his window-wiper that read; “I have circled the block 10 times. If I don’t park here I’ll miss my appointment. Forgive us our trespasses.”
When he returned he found a ticket from a parking officer, with this note; “I’ve circled this block for 10 years. If I don’t give you a ticket I’ll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation.”

Both these men appealed to part of the sixth petition of the Lord’s Prayer; each drew a different application out of it.
  
But these two phrases belong together. The petition is expressed in typical Hebrew parallelism where the two lines say the same thing in different ways, one negatively and the other positively. “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

This follows on logically from the previous petition; having asked God to forgive us our past sins we then pray to be kept from future sins.

1. LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION

a. To understand this request we need to realise that God does not tempt us. James made that clear when he wrote; "When tempted, no one should say, 'God is tempting me’. For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone." (James 1:13)

But God does test us. He does this for our spiritual good: to strengthen our faith, to make us more dependent on him, to help us mature in our faith, to cause us to grow in Christian character, to enable us to persevere. God's testing of us always comes from a good motive and has a positive end in mind.

b. Satan, however, tempts us. Often he tempts us directly, and at other times he tries to turn the trials that come from God into temptations for us. Temptations always have an evil motive; Satan wants to cause us spiritual harm; he wants to draw us away from God and his will.

You might think; “If God can use these tests to do so much good is it right to ask that we be kept from trial and temptation? Shouldn’t we rather welcome them?!” 
We can answer this question by comparing these tests to the major exams students sit at the end of each year. We all know that we learn a lot from exams; they help us consolidate our learning; they motivate us to read over what we have learned and try to remember it. But no student looks forward to an exam; no one goes to the lecturer and asks for more examinations! Pupils don’t say to their teacher; “We’d like to have more tests because we know they are so good for us!”
It is the same with us and God’s tests and trials. We don't pray; "Lord, send me more trials. I'm ready for anything! I'm prepared for whatever test you give me!" That would be evidence of pride and foolishness. We don't want to be put to the test because we know our weakness. We know how much we still have to learn. 

But when God, in his wisdom, chooses to test us we pray that this trial may not be a temptation; "Lead us not into temptation; do not put us in a position that we can’t handle; do not let us be tempted beyond what we can bear. And when we are tempted please deliver us from evil; may we not fail but rather stand firm.” 

c. Temptations come from three enemies who "never stop attacking us" (HC LD 52).

i. One of our enemies is Satan or the Devil. The Greek word in this petition can be translated as “evil” or “the evil one”. 

He is a liar, and has been so from the beginning when he tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden. He is a deceiver so we need to watch out for him. 

He is also very powerful. He ”prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour." (1 Peter 5:8). In this New Testament age he has been bound and his activities are restricted, but he is on a long chain. He is not almighty but he is still a powerful and dangerous enemy.

He is also the head of the "spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms" (Eph 6:12). Our fight is not against Satan alone but against "the powers of this dark world". The evil one is in charge of a whole host of evil angels, of evil spirits. Satan is not omnipresent, so he sends his spirits out into the world to do his evil work and to tempt God's people to sin and disobedience. 

CS Lewis has described the work of these devils in his book The Screwtape Letters, which is a series of imaginary letters written by a senior devil to a junior devil. Lewis writes with great insight about the many schemes and devices of the kingdom of darkness. Satan and his evil spirits are shrewd and cunning. They aim to deceive us through lies and half-truths. They try to defeat us through slander and intimidation. We need to be aware of their schemes and recognize their strength.

ii. Satan is one powerful source of temptation, but temptations can also come from the world.
The world refers to everything and everyone in in society that is opposed to God. It includes ideas, people, attitudes, philosophies, books, magazines, videos, computer games; anything that is against God and His word; anything that may draw us away from obeying and serving Him.
"Father", we pray, "do not let us fall for the temptations of the world."

iii. And help us resist the temptations that come from our third enemy, our sinful nature.  Here we are tempted to lust, pride, jealousy, envy, selfishness, irritation, anger and worry.
James reminds us that "each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed." (1:13)
The source of our temptations does not lie in God, but in the devil, in the world and in our own sinful nature. We pray, “Lead us not into temptation…”

2. BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL

We pray that we may be kept from falling into sin, but also that God would deliver us and give us victory. This is the positive part of this petition. 
We are not asking that God will take us out of the world, but that he will guard us while in it.
Someone put this well when they said that we are not praying for a fortress, but for high ground;
we are not asking to be cosy, but to be courageous;
we are not asking to be excused, but to emerge victorious.
This was what Jesus prayed for us: "My prayer is not that you take them out of the world, but that you protect them from the evil one." (John 17:15).

God will protect us but he also expects us to defend ourselves. God will work to deliver us but he also expects us to fight.

a. The apostle Paul assures you that “God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” (1 Cor 10:13) 
And the apostle Peter reminds us of Noah and Lot to assure us that “the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials.” (2 Peter 2:9) 
God is faithful and he will help you when you are tempted.

b. But you also need to do something. 

That is true of each of these petitions of the Lord’s Prayer. 
To pray that God’s name be hallowed means you must honour his name.
To pray that his kingdom may come requires that you work for that kingdom.
To pray for God's will to be done obliges you to do his will.
To ask that God forgive your sins means that you must forgive others.
And to pray to be delivered from evil means that you must avoid evil. 

Jesus said to his disciples; "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation." (Mat 26:41) The authors of the catechism were aware of this when they wrote, "by ourselves we are too weak to hold our own even for a moment." Campbell Morgan said that the petition, “deliver us from evil” is the "language of the cautious heart." This is the plea of a Christian who knows he can fall.  

This is why we must watch. Paul warns us of our spiritual danger when he wrote: "If you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!" (1Cor 10:12) In this spiritual battle there is no room for complacency. You must always be on your guard, always alert, always watching. Paul urges us not to give the devil a foothold, and James encourages us with the promise; “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” (Eph 4:27; James 4:7)

Not only must we watch, but we must also pray. In prayer we acknowledge our own weakness; we confess that on our own we would be putty in the hands of Satan. Jesus said this to Peter; “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you Simon, so that you faith may not fail.” (Luke 22:31) This is a great comfort to us; that Jesus is, even now, interceding for us, praying for you and me. 
But we also must pray. In prayer we put ourselves in the presence of God and are reminded that we are utterly and completely dependant on him. In his famous hymn, Martin Luther wrote; 
"Did we in our own strength confide,
our striving would be losing." 

c. This is why God provides us with spiritual armour for this great battle. God provides it, but we must put it on – the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of the gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (Eph 6:13ff) Are you doing this? Are you putting this on, “each piece put on with prayer”? Are you making use of the protection God has made available to you? 
And are you taking up the sword of the Spirit, the word of God? That is our offensive weapon in this warfare. Having God’s word in your hand and in your heart will keep you from temptation and sin. (Ps 119:18)

d. Another means we can use for being delivered from temptation is to keep ourselves busy. There is that saying; “The Devil finds work for idle hands”, and that is true. By contrast, if you comment on someone being busy they may respond; “It keeps me out of mischief.” That is also true. Keep yourself occupied in your home, in your work, in your study, and in the church and kingdom of the Lord. If you are seeking first God’s kingdom and his righteousness that will keep you from falling into sin.  

e. In closing we need to see that we are delivered from evil ultimately and finally through the Lord Jesus Christ and his work. The Holy Spirit wants us to look to Jesus in all the trials and temptations we face.

Through the Scriptures he reminds us that Jesus "has been tempted in every way just as we are - yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need" (Heb 4:15-16).
"Because he himself suffered when he was tempted he is able to help those who are being tempted" (Heb 2:18).

We also know that Jesus has fought against Satan and his evil angels and defeated them. He did that during his ministry on earth but especially through his death; "having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross." (Col 2:15). He proved that victory over Satan and death by his glorious resurrection from the dead! Death could not hold him! Satan had been defeated!

This means that in this spiritual battle we are fighting Jesus has already won the decisive battle. He is our Commander and our Captain. He is the Lord of Hosts leading the army of God in this battle against our enemies. 

The Catechism gives a fine explanation of this prayer when it says; “And so, Lord, uphold us and make us strong with the strength of your Holy Spirit, so that we may not go down to defeat in this spiritual struggle, but may firmly resist our enemies until we finally win the complete victory." (Q. 127))

Martin Luther expressed this confidence in Jesus, the Lord of Hosts, in his great reformation hymn:
“Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing,
Were not the right man on our side,
The man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabaoth His name,
From age to age the same,
And he must win the battle.”

So we pray; "Father, 
lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, 
through Jesus Christ, our Captain and Lord."

Amen


